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Ñ [1] I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, [2] with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, [3] eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. [4] There is one body and one 
Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call—[5] one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, [6] one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all. (ESV)

Unity in Christ! (Ephesians 4:1-6) 



AC Article VII: Of the Church.

Ñ 1] Also they teach that one holy Church is to 
continue forever. The Church is the congregation of 
saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the 
Sacraments are rightly administered.

Ñ 2] And to the true unity of the Church it is enough to 
agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel 
and 3] the administration of the Sacraments. Nor is it 
necessary that human traditions, that is, rites or 
ceremonies, instituted by men, should be 
everywhere alike. 4] As Paul says: One faith, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of all, etc. Eph. 4:5-6.

https://bookofconcord.org/augsburgconfession.php#article7



Conflict within the Lutheran Family

ÑTheological Controversies
ÓAdiaphoristic Controversy
ÓThe Majoristic Controversy
ÓThe Second Antinomian Controversy
ÓThe Synergistic Controversy
ÓThe Osiandrian Controversy
ÓThe Crypto-Calvinistic Controversy
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FC Ep X. Church Rites, Which are 
[Commonly] Called Adiaphora or 
Matters of Indifference.

ÑConcerning ceremonies or church rites which 
are neither commanded nor forbidden in 
God's Word, but have been introduced into 
the Church for the sake of good order and 
propriety, a dissension has also occurred 
among the theologians of the Augsburg 
Confession.

https://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#X. Church Rites



FC SD X. Church Rites, Commonly 
Called Adiaphora.

Ñ 1] Concerning ceremonies and church rites which are neither 
commanded nor forbidden in God's Word, but are introduced into 
the Church with a good intention, for the sake of good order and 
propriety, or otherwise to maintain Christian discipline, a 
dissension has likewise arisen among some theologians of the 
Augsburg Confession: 2] the one side holding that also in time of 
persecution and in case of confession [when confession of faith is 
to be made], even though the enemies of the Gospel do not come 
to an agreement with us in doctrine, yet some ceremonies, 
abrogated [long since], which in themselves are adiaphora, and 
neither commanded nor forbidden by God, may, without violence 
to conscience, be reestablished in compliance with the pressure 
and demand of the adversaries, and thus in such [things which are 
of themselves] adiaphora, or matters of indifference, we may 
indeed come to an agreement [have conformity] with them.



FC SD X. Church Rites, Commonly 
Called Adiaphora.

Ñ [3] But the other side contended that in time of persecution, in 
case of confession, especially when it is the design of the 
adversaries, either through force and compulsion, or in an 
insidious manner, to suppress the pure doctrine, and gradually 
to introduce again into our churches their false doctrine, this, 
also in adiaphora, can in no way be done, as has been said, 
without violence to conscience and prejudice to the divine 
truth.

https://bookofconcord.org/sd-adiaphora.php



FC SD X. Church Rites, Commonly 
Called Adiaphora.
Ñ 4] To explain this controversy, and by God's grace finally to settle 

it, we present to the Christian reader this simple statement 
regarding the matter [in conformity with the Word of God]:

Ñ 5] Namely, when under the title and pretext of external adiaphora 
such things are proposed as are in principle contrary to God's 
Word (although painted another color), these are not to be 
regarded as adiaphora, in which one is free to act as he will, but 
must be avoided as things prohibited by God. In like manner, too, 
such ceremonies should not be reckoned among the genuine free 
adiaphora, or matters of indifference, as make a show or feign the 
appearance, as though our religion and that of the Papists were 
not far apart, thus to avoid persecution, or as though the latter 
were not at least highly offensive to us; …

https://bookofconcord.org/sd-adiaphora.php

== 



FC SD X. Church Rites, Commonly 
Called Adiaphora.

Ñ …or when such ceremonies are designed for the purpose, and 
required and received in this sense, as though by and through 
them both contrary religions were reconciled and became one 
body; or when a reentering into the Papacy and a departure from 
the pure doctrine of the Gospel and true religion should occur or 
gradually follow therefrom [when there is danger lest we seem to 
have reentered the Papacy, and to have departed, or to be on the 
point of departing gradually, from the pure doctrine of the 
Gospel].

https://bookofconcord.org/sd-adiaphora.php



What Does This Mean?

Ñ Faith – What is it? 
Ó Three Aspects

Ô Notitia
Ô Assensus
Ô Fiducia

Ñ Fides Qua – “the faith which believes.” Fides qua is saving 
faith,  which receives and holds fast to Christ’s atoning 
work. It is what makes you a Christian

Ñ Fides Quae – “the faith which is believed.” Fides quae is 
THE faith. Jude 3: “… I found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once 
for all delivered to the saints. (ESV)



Titus 1:1-4

Ñ [1] Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the sake of the faith of God's elect and their 
knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, [2] 
in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, 
promised before the ages began [3] and at the proper 
time manifested in his word through the preaching with 
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our 
Savior;[4] To Titus, my true child in a common 
faith:Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Savior. (ESV)



Titus 1:5-9

Ñ [5] This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put 
what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you—[6] if anyone is above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, and his children are believers 
and not open to the charge of debauchery or 
insubordination. [7] For an overseer, as God's steward, 
must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or 
quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for 
gain, [8] but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, 
upright, holy, and disciplined. [9] He must hold firm to 
the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to 
give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke 
those who contradict it. (ESV)



Titus 1:10-16
Ñ [10] For there are many who are insubordinate, empty 

talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision 
party. [11] They must be silenced, since they are upsetting 
whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they 
ought not to teach. [12] One of the Cretans, a prophet of 
their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons.” [13] This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke 
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, [14] 
not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the 
commands of people who turn away from the truth. [15] 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and 
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and 
their consciences are defiled. [16] They profess to know 
God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. (ESV)



Titus 2:1-5

Ñ [1] But as for you, teach what accords with sound 
doctrine. [2] Older men are to be sober-minded, 
dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in 
steadfastness. [3] Older women likewise are to be 
reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much 
wine. They are to teach what is good, [4] and so train the 
young women to love their husbands and children, [5] to 
be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and 
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God 
may not be reviled. (ESV)



Titus 2:6-10

Ñ [6] Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 
[7] Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good 
works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, [8] 
and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an 
opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to 
say about us. [9] Bondservants are to be submissive to 
their own masters in everything; they are to be well-
pleasing, not argumentative, [10] not pilfering, but 
showing all good faith, so that in everything they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. (ESV)



Titus 2:11-15

Ñ [11] For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, [12] training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
[13] waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, [14] who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and 
to purify for himself a people for his own possession who 
are zealous for good works.[15] Declare these things; 
exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you. (ESV)
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Martin Luther 
(1483-1546)ClO ET Sl'l £!OT 



Theological Challenges after Luther
Ñ The Counter Reformation
Ñ The Rise of the Reformed Tradition (especially Calvinism)
Ñ Troubles within the Lutheran Family

Ô Theological Controversies
Ò Adiaphoristic Controversy
Ò The Majoristic Controversy
Ò The Second Antinomian Controversy
Ò The Synergistic Controversy
Ò The Osiandrian Controversy
Ò The Crypto-Calvinistic Controversy

Ô The Schmalkaldic League

Ñ The Book of Concord (1580) – A Way Forward?
Ñ Saxon Visitation Articles (1592)
Ñ Thirty Years War (1618-1648)



The Division of the 
House of Wettin



Friedrich II
(1412-1464)

Elector of Saxony
(1428-1464)

Ernst
(1441-1486)

Elector of Saxony
(1464-1486)

Albrecht III
(1443-1500)

Duke of Saxony
(1464-1500)
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Charles V
(1500-1558)

Holy Roman 
Emperor

(1519-1556)



The Diet of Worms (1521)



Ñ “For this reason we forbid anyone from this time forward to 
dare, either by words or by deeds, to receive, defend, 
sustain, or favor the said Martin Luther. On the contrary, we 
want him to be apprehended and punished as a notorious 
heretic, as he deserves, to be brought personally before us, 
or to be securely guarded until those who have captured 
him inform us, whereupon we will order the appropriate 
manner of proceeding against the said Luther. Those who 
will help in his capture will be rewarded generously for 
their good work.”

The Edict of Worms (1521)



Ñ February 18, 1546

Death of 
Luther
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Moritz 
Elector of 
Saxony
(1547-
1553)
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The Surrender of Philip of Hesse (1547)



The Surrender of Elector
Johann Friedrich
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Charles  V as ConquerorCharles  V as Conqueror



The “Wittenberg 
Capitulation” 
(19 May 1547)



Charles V
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GOttingen 
0 

Duderstadt 

0 

Sachsen nach der 
Kapitulation von Wittenberg (1547) 

Albert iner (K11rfiirste11t11m) 

Ern estiner (Henogt11111) 
Lander der Bohmischen Krone 

1547 an Bohmen 



Ñ Charles V was in the position of dictating terms to 
the losers

Ñ “I’m going to teach those Germans to speak 
Spanish.”

Ñ Roman Catholic sermons in the Augsburg cathedral 
– despite the fact that Augsburg was 90% Lutheran

Ñ Flacius’s historical and textual criticism of these 
sermons helped coalesce resistance to the Interim
Ó This led to Magdeburg Centuries which intended to 

show the historical development of the Roman 
Catholic tradition, as well as the catholicity of the 
Lutheran claims 

“Armored Diet” –
September 1547- May 1548



Ñ Why “Interim”?
Ñ Authors:

Ó Bishop Julius Pflug of Naumburg (he had replaced 
Nicholas von Amsdorf, who had been the Lutheran bishop)

Ó Michael Helding
Ó Johann Agricola (who boasted that he had turned the 

Roman Catholics into Lutherans)
Ñ Articles

Ó Anthropology (1-2)
Ó Justification (4-8)
Ó Church and Its Hierarchy (9-13)
Ó Seven Sacraments (14-21)
Ó The Mass ((22)
Ó Intercession of the Saints (23-24)
Ó Communion Practice During the Mass  (25)
Ó Ordinances on Ceremonies and Practices Throughout the 

Church Year (26)

The Augsburg Interim (May 1548)



Ñ Theology
Ó Subtle – justitia inhärens
Ó Pflug had had previous dealings with the Lutherans 

and knew them well. As a result, he was Wiley and 
used Lutheran-sounding terminology that was in 
invested with Thomistic meaning. How did he do 
this? 

Ó Pflug also co-opted the Chalice Movement’s two 
main points you including them in the AI
Ô Marriage of Priests
Ô Communion in both kinds

Ó Most laity thought of the Reformation in terms of 
these two practices. By including the, in the interim 
(as temporary measures), Pflug had a powerful 
weapon for advancing his theological shifts.

The Augsburg Interim (May 1548)
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Meissen, July 1548Pegau, August 1548

Torgau, October 1548

Altzelle, November 1548

Leipzig Landtag, 22-30 December 1548

Jüterbog, December 1548



Ñ 22-30 December 1548 – Leipzig Landtag
Ñ Spring 1549

Ó Pressure from the emperor suddenly ceases

Ó Moritz and his supporters begin to conspire against 
Charles V

Ó Results:

Ô Leipzig Interim never has the force 

Ô it defines the different positions within and among the 
Lutherans. Flacius and others become increasingly 
critical of Melanchthon and Wittenberg

Ô Princes are frustrated. They desire a unified resistance 
to the imperial threat. 

Ó Bottom line: Lutherans are divided into two (at least) 
groups

The ”Saxon Solution” or “Leipzig Interim”



Ñ Augsburg Interim cancelled
Ñ Rule of Bishops transferred to Protestant Princes 

(Notbishofe)
Ñ Lutherans are guaranteed religious freedom
Ñ John Frederick and Philip Hesse are released
Ñ End of religious unity in Europe

The Peace of Passau (1552)



The Peace of Augsburg (1555)

Cuius Regio Eius Religio
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Synod Websites:
AALC: www.taalc.org
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ALCC: anglolutherancatholic.org
CLBA: www.clba.org
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ConLC: www.concordialutheranconf.com
ELCA: www.elca.org
ELDoNA: www.eldona.org
ELS: www.evangelicallutheransynod.org
ILC: www.illinoislutheranconference.org
ILF: ilf-lutheran.org
LCMC: http://www.lcmc.net/
LCMS: www.lcms.org
LCR: www.lcrusa.org
LMS-USA: www.lmsusa.org
NALC: thenalc.org
Protes'tant Conference: www.protestantconf.org
WELS: www.wels.net

AALC: (The) American Association of Lutheran Churches
AALF: Ascension Anglican Lutheran Fellowship
ACLC: The Association of Confessional Lutheran Churches
AELC(1954): American Ev. Luth. Church (Danish American)
AELC(1976): Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches
AFLC: Association of Free Lutheran Congregations
ALC: American Lutheran Church
ALCA: Apostolic Lutheran Church of America
ALCC: Anglo-Lutheran Catholic Church
AMB: Anti-Missouri Brotherhood
AOELS: Augustana Orthodox and Evangelical Luth. Syn.
Augustana: (see SELASNA)
CLA: Conservative Lutheran Association
CLBA: Church of the Lutheran Brethren in America
CLC: Church of the Lutheran Confession
ConLC: Concordia Lutheran Conference
CSW: Concordia Synod of the West
DELCA: Danish Ev. Luth. Church in America
DELCAA: Danish Ev. Luth Church Association of America
DELCNA: Danish Ev. Luth Church in North America (North Ch.)
EELK: Estonian Ev. Luth. Church (in Exile)
EELSMo: Eng. Ev. Luth. Syn. of MO and Other States
ELC: Ev. Luth. Council
ELCA: Ev. Luth. Church in America
ELCM: Ev. Luth. Conference & Ministerium
ELDoNA: Ev. Luth. Diocese of North America
ELF: Evangelical Lutheran Federation
ELiM: Ev. Lutherans in Mission

ELS: Evangelical Lutheran Synod
EPCNA: Ev. Protestant Ch. of North America
FLC: Fellowship of Luth. Cong.
FLCLC: Fellowship of Confessing Luth. Churches
GELSI: Germ. Ev. Luth. Synod of Indianapolis
GEMW: The Germ. Ev. Ministerium of Wisconsin
GSELCCSA: Gen. Syn. of the Ev. Luth. Ch. in the CSA
ILC: Illinois Lutheran Conference
ILF: International Lutheran Fellowship
ISA: (Bruderbund) Immanuel Syn. in Am. (no connection with ISELC)
ISELC: Immanuel Synod of the Ev. Luth. Church in North Am.
JC: (Ev. Luth.) Jehovah Conference
KM: Kirkelig Missionsforening
LCA: Lutheran Church of America
LCCF: Luth. Conf. of Confessional Fellowship
LCMC: Luth. Cong. in Mission for Christ
LCMS: Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
LCR: Lutheran Churches of the Reformation
LCS: Luth. Confessional Syn.
LEPC: Luth. Ev. Protestant Ch.
LFC: Luth. Free Church
LMS-USA: Lutheran Ministerium and Synod - USA
MI Syn.: Michigan Synod (Missionary Syn. of the West)
NALC: North American Lutheran Church
NDASA: Norwegian-Danish Ausutana Syn. of America
NDC: Norwegian-Danish Conference
NDAS: Norwegian-Danish Augustana Synod
NDELCA: Norwegian-Danish Ev. Church in Am.
NELC: National Ev. Luth. Church (Finnish Synod)
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ULC(A): United Luth. Church (in America)
ULMA: United Luth. Mission Association
UNLC: United Norwegian Luth. Church
USS: United Synod of the South
WCLA: World Confessional Luth. Association
WELS: Wisconsin Ev. Luth. Synod
Zion: Slovak Ev. Luth. Synod

[General Synod]

[General Council]

[ULC(A)]

[Synodical Conference]

OLA
(2006)

OLCCIC
(2006)

RLC
(2000)

RLC

ULMA
(2005)

LCR

[LWF]

[ILC]

[CELC]

NC Syn.
(1803)

NC 
Syn.

AALF
(1999)

[FLCLC]
NALC
[2010] ELDoNAOLA OLCCICULMA

CSW
(1862-18

65)

ILF
(1967)

ILF

ELF
(1977)

ELF
(1995)

ISA
(1875)

ISA
(1882)

ISELC
(1885)

ISELC
(1921)

JC
(1893)

JC
(1926)

MI Syn.
(1840)

MI Syn.
(1846)

KY Syn.
(1822-3)

NYCM
(1886-90)

SELMAC
(1868)

SMS
(1873)

SAS
(1874)

SEMSA
(1885)

Tuscarawas
(1848-50)

[ConLC]

1963
LFC

ACLC
(2007)

ACLC

ALCC
(1997)

ALCC



The Flow of Luth erani sm in the Uni ted Sta tes 

1750 17i5 1aoo IS25 1850 lll7 5 

LlllhKan ~ ;.t· = .lf=':J./ 

i.w.--lL - J,. 

Synodical 
Canf._e 
1872-1964 

-B.~ ........... _.. .. ,.,,..,._191<-m'G(A ....... S,1912):Y ....... 
- n. °""' .. -. - ,-,,,p.,,,.y ."")o .. (Mo .. - n, ,_,., .. ___ ,...,,~ " -~ .... ~-(A ..... l""I 

1900 1950 

1911 

..... pffi ,r.--.,.. tm,11 

OldALC
~ 

~ ... 
Cl!u!dl 
(19'!()) 

National Luthe ran Council 
1918-1966 

1975 2000 

. . -
AELC Assot'U tiaa ----~-. .. 

LCUSA 
L'lllhR-an 

ComtdlUSA 
(1966-1987) 



Note: 
Abbreviations are used to 
indicate the original 
and/or later general church 
relations. 

1840 
1840 
1842 
1 2 
1842 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1846 
1848 
1846 
1848 
1847 
1847 
1 7 
1848 
1848 

1850 
1851 
1851 
1853 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1855 
1855 

55 
1855 
185 
1858 
1857 
1857 
1859 

1880 
1880 
1880 
1880 
1880 
1861 
1861 
1862 
888 

1867 
1887 
1867 
1867 
1868 
1868 

GS 
GC 

USS 
SC 

Ind. 

Table 2 

Lutheran Church Bodies 
Organized 
Between 1840 and 1875 

\:: . L \ ; .f(.,-o1 A)<.. f 10-,-, 1 

/\) o,re, f¼,__._,--~ L.._ ---

Luth. Church, (GS) 

-,.-e.._ Lv ~= "-~ , ., 

l ph,I · Fo,/ r<:J) . 

~ 

·, 
'.f 
q 

IC 

!? 
/ ) 

/¥ 

IS 
tG. 
17 
, y 
,', 
N 

21 
2~ 
n 
t1 

>j 

2(. 
t? 
lll 
l\ 
Jo 
-;, 

I? 
33 
Pf 
1S 
1{ 
J7 

JS 
51 
~-o 
vi 

Ind.) f<' 
~J 
r~ ,,,.. 
-I(, 

t.f] 

yj 

i? 
s. 
:,, 
52 
SJ 
5·,' ., 
Jp 
7 

'>'( 



Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther 
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Preliminary Meetings
ÑSeptember 1, 1844: Der Lutheraner
ÑPreliminary meetings 

ÓSeptember 1845 -- Cleveland

ÓMay 1846 -- St. Louis

Ó July 1846 -- Fort Wayne

ÑConstituting Convention

ÓApril 26, 1847 -- Chicago

ÓDie Deutsche Evangelische Lutherische Synod 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten
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1. The example of the apostolic Church. (Acts 15:1-31.)
2. The preservation and furthering of the unity of pure 

confession (Eph. 4:3-6; 1 Cor. 1:10) and to provide 
common defense against separatism and 
sectarianism. (Rom. 16:17).

3. Protection and preservation of the rights, and duties 
of pastors and congregations.

I. Reasons for Forming a 
Synodical Organization



4. The establishment of the largest possible conformity 
in church government.

5. The will of the Lord that the diversities of gifts be 
used for the common good. (1 Cor. 12:4-31)

6. The unified spread of the kingdom of God and to 
make possible the promotion of special church 
projects. (Seminary, agenda, hymnal, Book of 
Concord, schoolbooks, Bible distribution, mission 
projects within and outside the Church.)

I. Reasons for Forming a 
Synodical Organization



1. Acceptance of Holy Scripture, both the Old and the New 
Testament, as the written word of God and as the only rule 
and norm of faith and life.

2. Acceptance of all the symbolical books of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (these are the, three Ecumenical Symbols, 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology, the 
Smalcald Articles, the Large and the Small Catechism of 
Luther, and the Formula of Concord) as the pure and 
unadulterated explanation and presentation of the Word of 
God.

3. Separation from all commixture of Church or faith, as, for 
example, serving of mixed congregations by a servant of the 
Church; taking part in the service and Sacraments of heretical 
or mixed congregations; taking part in any heretical tract 
distribution and mission projects, etc.

II. Conditions under which a Congregation 
May Join Synod and Remain a Member



4. PROPOSED: The exclusive use of doctrinally pure 
church books and schoolbooks. (Agenda, hymnals, 
catechism, readers, etc.)

ADOPTED: The exclusive use of doctrinally pure 
church books and schoolbooks. (Agenda, hymnals, 
readers, etc.) If it is impossible in some congregations 
to replace immediately the unorthodox hymnals and 
the like with orthodox ones, then the pastor of such a 
congregation can become a member of Synod only if 
he promises to use the unorthodox hymnal only under 
open protest and to strive in all seriousness for the 
introduction of an orthodox hymnal.

II. Conditions under which a Congregation 
May Join Synod and Remain a Member



5. Proper (not temporary) calling of the pastors and orderly 
election of congregational delegates by the congregation. 
The life of both minister and delegate must be beyond 
reproof.

6. Provision of a Christian education for the children of the 
congregations.

7. Exclusive use of the German language in the synodical 
conventions. Only guests may use a different language if 
they cannot speak German.

8. Strangers cannot become members of Synod unless they 
can prove themselves to be thoroughly, orthodox in respect 
to doctrine and, life.

9. Matters of doctrine and of conscience will be decided by 
the Word of God alone. All other decisions will be made by 
a majority of votes. In case of a tie vote, the President casts 
the deciding vote.

III. External organization of Synod.



1. To stand guard over the purity and unity of doctrine 
within the synodical circle, and to oppose false 
doctrine.

2. Supervision over the performance of the official duties 
on the part of the pastors and teachers of Synod.

3. Common protection and extension of the church.
4. Publication and distribution of a church periodical.

IV. Business of Synod



5. Conscientious examination of candidates for the 
ministry and teaching profession.

6. To provide for ecclesiastical ordination and induction 
into office.

7. The preparation of future preachers and teachers for 
service in the Church.

8. To provide for congregations without pastors, if the 
former apply to Synod.

IV. Business of Synod



9. To give theological opinions, also to settle disputes 
between single persons or between parties in the 
congregations. But the latter is to take place only in 
cases where all persons involved have applied to 
Synod for arbitration.

10. To strive after the greatest possible uniformity in 
ceremonies.

IV. Business of Synod



11. To have concern for the faithful execution of all the 
duties of the ministry, especially of the truly evangelical 
cure of souls in all its branches; in this respect also to 
help advance sound catechumen instruction above all, 
and especially with reference to the false doctrines of 
the prominent sects; also to institute and maintain 
catechizations every Sunday for the, confirmed youth.

12. To support indigent congregations who are members of 
Synod, that they may obtain the regular service of a 
pastor.

13. To gather church statistics within Synod and also to 
start a chronicle of American Lutheranism.

14. To establish connections with the Lutheran Church in 
foreign countries, especially Germany.

IV. Business of Synod



14. Synod holds in accordance with the 7th article of the 
Augsburg Confession that uniformity in ceremonies is 
not essential; yet on the other hand Synod deems such a 
uniformity wholesome and useful, namely for the 
following reasons:
a. because a total difference in outward ceremonies 

would cause those who are weak in the unity of 
doctrine to stumble;

b. because in dropping heretofore preserved usages the 
Church is to avoid the appearance of frivolity and a 
desire for innovations; and is, as much as possible, to 
exhibit outwardly its connection with the Church of all 
time.

V. Execution of Synodical Business.



All pastors and congregations that wish to be recognized as 
orthodox by Synod are prohibited from adopting or retaining 
any ceremony which might weaken the confession of the truth 
or condone or strengthen a heresy, especially if heretics insist 
upon the continuation or the abolishing, of such ceremonies. 
To this belongs the breaking of bread in the Lord's Supper; the 
formula of distribution: Christ says; the taking of the 
consecrated bread and cup with the hands; the use of ordinary 
bread instead of the host except in an emergency; and others.

V. Execution of Synodical Business.

c. because this is also required for the necessary 
purification of the Lutheran Church in America; that the 
emptiness and the poverty in the externals of the service 
be opposed, which, having been introduced here by the 
false spirit of the Reformed, is now rampant.



ADOPTED: Where private confession is in use, it is to be 
kept according to Article 11 of the Augsburg Confession. 
Where it is not in use, the pastor is to strive towards 
introducing it.

PROPOSED: Where private confession is in use, it is to be 
kept according to Article 11 of the Augsburg Confession. 
Where it is not in use, the pastor is to strive through 
teaching and instruction to introduce it. Yet in 
congregations where the total abolishing of general 
confession and absolution is hindered by unsurmountable 
obstacles, general confession may be kept along with 
private confession.

V. Execution of Synodical Business.



The desired uniformity in the ceremonies is to be brought 
about especially by the adoption and use of sound 
Lutheran agendas (church books).

15. Synod as a whole is to supervise how each individual 
pastor cares for the souls in his charge. Synod, 
therefore, has the right of inquiry and judgment. 
Especially is Synod to investigate whether its pastors 
have permitted themselves to be misled into applying 
the so-called “New Measures” which have become 
prevalent here, or whether they care for their souls 
according to the sound Scriptural manner of the 
orthodox Church.

V. Execution of Synodical Business.



Members of Synod, therefore, are to discuss especially, how to divide 
between Law and Gospel in the sermon as well as in private 
ministration, and how to make the application in respect to the 
different circumstances of the individual; also how to use the doctrines 
of the holy Sacraments and of the Office of the Keys as a comfort to the 
penitent sinner but as a warning to the secure; also how to deal with 
those of weak faith, with strangers, with those spiritually sick, with 
those who are tempted, with the depraved, with hypocrite, enthusiasts, 
possessed persons, sick people, and with dying persons.

Synod should ask the pastors what conditions are in their 
congregations in respect to Bible reading, family devotions, rearing of 
the children, announcing for Communion, church and Communion 
attendance, in respect to the selection and the use of the religious 
writings, and whether separatistic tendencies and inclination to 
conventicles are found in the congregations, and what their actual 
spiritual and moral conditions are.

V. Execution of Synodical Business.



Ñ Thanks for the opportunity to spend this time with you.
Ñ Thanks for the opportunity to serve you as one of the seminaries of our 

synod
Ñ Thanks to you faithful laypeople for giving of your time and talent in this 

convention
Ñ Thanks to you pastors for your faithful service in challenging circumstances 

as you preach the word and administer the sacraments
Ñ Thanks to Pres. Bertsch and the entire NoDak District Team for all they 

have done and are doing
Ñ [15] Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, [16] 

making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. [17] Therefore do 
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. [18] And do not 
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
[19] addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, [20] giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, [21] submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
(Ephesians 5:15–21 ESV)

My Thanks to All of You



Concordia Theological Seminary exists to form 
servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, 

reach the lost, and care for all. 




